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rivers, which take their rise near the same
fountain head; some of which bend their
course into the Konkan, or territory below
the Ghauts; and particularly that which
enters the sea at Bankote, or fort Victoria.
"The village Mahabaliser, at the source
of the Krishna, lay, as already intimated,,
on the eastern slope of the mountain;,
and was barely visible when pointed
out by one acquainted with the spot, and
one large pagoda was clearly distinguished
through telescope.
"Although in itself a trifle, I could
not omit to mention the pleasing surprise
with which I discovered several patches
of common fern on different parts of the
elevated spot, on which we were enjoying
the freshness of the mountain breeze, and
the variegated landscape on every side,,
destitute, however, of every vestige of that
forest scenery so essential to the pictures-
que, the hills being entirely naked of
wood. I could almost have compared my
surprise at the sight of a single fern plant,
to that of Robinson Crusoe, when he
discovered the print of a human foot on
the strand. Mine, however, was the sur-
prise of an indefinable pleasure, that of
poor Crusoe was one of terror and alarm."*
* The Memoirs of a Field  Officer by  Major Price.